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Official
languages of
South Africa

Englis
h

isiNdebel
e

Afrikaan
s

isiXhos
a

Sesotho

Setswana

South African
Sign

Language

Siswati

SOUTH AFRICA’S OFFICIAL LANGUAGES

isiZul
u

Xitsong
a

Tshivend
a

Seped
i

South Africa is known as a “rainbow nation,” reflecting its multicultural

heritage with diverse languages, religions, and ethnicities.

In
no

va
ti

on
s 

in
 F

or
ei

gn
 L

an
gu

ag
e 

Te
ac

hi
ng

 M
et

ho
d

s



South Africa: 12 official languages.

Dominance of English and Afrikaans.

Indigenous African language

Linguistic disconnect

The Linguistic
Landscape of SA

Schools
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Language Rights From a South African Perspective
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National
Language Policy

Framework (2003)

Constitution

BELA Act (2025):
Promotes MTbBE and

inclusion of SASL

Higher
Education

Policy (2002)

The Pan South African
Language Board (1995)

Schools Act
(1996)



Lingering dominance

of English/Afrikaans

Historical Legacy

Lack of material

in indigenous

languages post-

Foundation Phase

Resource

Gaps

Few trained

educators in AILs

Teacher

Capacity

Lack of formal

scientific/

academic

vocabulary in

indigenous

languages

Academic

Development

Challenges to Language Rights in
Teaching & Learning
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Cognitive

Load

Limited

Comprehensio

n

Reduced

Participatio

n

Impact on
Critical
Thinking

Assessment
Disadvantag
e
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The Struggle:
Cognitive & Academic Challenges
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Loss of

Identity

Frustration

and

Demotivation

Isolatio

n
Impact on
Self-
Esteem

Parental
Involvemen
t

0
1
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0
3

04 05

Emotional & Social
Challenges
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Language-in-Education Policy

(LiEP):

• Promotes additive multilingualismMother Tongue

Instruction

• Policy generally supports mother language
Code-

Switching

• informally code-switch (mix languages)

Terminology

Development

▪ Efforts to develop terminology

g y
Curriculum
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South African Strategies:
Classroom & Pedagogical Approaches
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1. 2. 3. 4.
5.

Translanguaging Scaffolding Language
Group Work & Peer

Learning
Culturally Responsive

Teaching
Teacher Training



Need for Continued Research

Implementation Gaps

Teacher Preparedness

Resource
Development

Societal Attitudes

Directions
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Striving for
education
equity

Multi-faceted
approach

Valuing
students
languages

Developing
indigenous
languages

Community
engagement

Digital
resources

1

2

3

4

5

6
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Towards Inclusive & Effective
Learning
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